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AGM 9th September 2026
Chair’s Comments.

First of all, thank you to everyone involved in the Society for making last year a very successful one. I would particularly like to thank our Trustees, Eileen Watson our Society Secretary, who manages just about everything and Jeremy, our Treasurer who has worked hard to provide transparent accounts and to make sure our financial future is sound. The Committee provide guidance and challenge and give of their time with good grace, energy and dedication. Stephen Richardson does an excellent job as our score hire librarian; Linden and Linda do a great job with the refreshments; Peter supports our web site; Margaret supports us with the raffle and social media and Martin provides our advertising and ticket design. All of these roles make for a smooth running society and the work is much appreciated.

We had three very successful and varied concerts which were greatly appreciated by our audience. This year we look forward to Britten, Elgar and an American Evening.

Thanks to the generosity of our benefactors the society is in a stable financial position. We are greatly indebted to Christine Alder for her specific and substantial endowment. In response to this we have named our scholarship programme the “Christine Alder Scholarship Programme,” which ensures that her dedication to the Choral Society will be remembered in the years to come.

This is the third season in which the Society has offered choral scholarships to students majoring in voice at a local university. The scheme offers the chosen students a chance to participate in all rehearsals and concerts and aims to also provide platform opportunities for them as soloists.

One such event took place at the end of February by setting aside some rehearsal time to stage an informal concert to hear them as soloists. The free concert had an audience made up of choir members, family and friends, Society patrons, and members of the Minster congregation. The scholars featured were Alexandra Lee – soprano, Isabella Shea – soprano and Davina Halford-MacLeod – mezzo soprano. All of their self-chosen pieces were accompanied by David Murray, our Musical Director, and were received with enthusiasm by the audience, who went home impressed by their performances. They performed again in our Summer Concert to great acclaim from the audience. We believe this is beneficial to the scholarship students in giving them opportunities to perform with the society and professional musicians, and to the choir who benefit from working with such excellent singers. This scheme has been a great success, and we intend to continue and develop and extend the scholarship programme.

We have, this year embarked on a major consultation of all stakeholders and anyone with an interest in the society to look at the future direction of the society in terms of our membership: we would like to recruit more singers; have a more diverse age range and appeal to a wider audience. None of these things are easy but with the dedication and engagement of our members they are all possible.

We have lots to look forward to in the coming year which may also involve working with other choirs. 

Finally, I must whole heartedly thank our Musical Director, David Murray and our accompanist, Eileen Bown. Their outstanding musicianship and teaching skill is the musical heartbeat of the society. 

Many thanks

Mike Foster
Chair: Bishopwearmouth Choral Society.

