Vice Chairman’s Report 2016
1st  Concert December Sea Symphony : Vaughan Williams and A Shropshire Lad - Butterworth
Setting up for the concert we were faced with accommodating the Christmas tree at the left of the staging and providing softer seats for the Patrons in the audience. Smaller chorus numbers meant that the whole chorus was on the staging and some players from the orchestra were accommodated on the front of the dais giving more space for the large orchestra.  The Sea Symphony concert was enhanced by the noisy seagulls on the roof and the rehearsals by the slapping of covers on the scaffolding outside like sails in the wind!! Moving the long middle pews back at the end of the concert proved a significant problem as audience members wanted to talk to each other!!
49 members sang in the concert.  18 Sopranos, 15 Altos, 7 Tenors, 9 Basses.
2nd Smooth Classics for Spring
Christmas tree gone, and the outside scaffolding removed, the staging was a straightforward job. Extra pew moving was not necessary as the Minster team had already replaced six of the longest middle pews with padded chairs and we were allowed to leave them for the Sunday. Perhaps the congregation enjoyed sitting on soft chairs!
The Hummel Mass was a strenuous sing for the choir but David took pity on us and gave the choir a short rest in performance. The Young Singers, as always, enhanced the second half of the concert with their songs and joining in the finale.
The chorus numbered 55 singers; 24 Sopranos, 11 Altos, 10 Tenors, 10 Basses
3rd Side by Side : Sondheim
Concert setup went well despite the fewer helpers. The concert was a success although the basses and sometimes the tenors seemed to be filling in everyone’s line but things worked out in the end thanks to David’s printout of one particularly tricky bass line. Tripping over Sondheim’s words was an occupational hazard for some of the songs especially ‘Another hundred people’. Getting the chorus back on stage after interval was a bit patchy and I think this reflected in the weak start to the first item ‘Everybody says don’t’ after the break.
The Chorus numbered 51 singers; 24 Sopranos, 9 Altos, 11 Tenors, 7 Basses.
Observation from concerts
In general concert etiquette was well observed - just a reminder that bottles of water not allowed on stage.
‘Singing is good for you’; So be ready at the start of rehearsals/concerts, learn the music, watch the conductor, keep with the beat and follow the conductor’s interpretation in rehearsal and performance.

The Chorus at the last count consisted of 27 Sopranos, 14 Contraltos, 11 Tenors and 12 Basses a total of 64. 
I look forward to a challenging 68th season starting with An English Christmas followed by Mozart/Haydn-Vivaldi and finally Murray arrangements. 
As always I would like to thank David and Eileen for their hard work and patience. 
I would also like to thank everyone who helps set up & clear away for rehearsals and concerts in the Minster; we pride ourselves in leaving the Minster neat and tidy and ready for Sunday morning worship. With everyone’s help we can clear away and setup for Sunday Morning worship in under an hour after the end of the concert. This is a huge achievement and relies on all members to play their part even if it is only moving a few chairs – it all helps. A huge thank you to the Minster staff for accommodating our setting up of the soft seating in the patron’s area of the audience and allowing us to leave the setup for the Sunday service.

Also thanks to those who make the rehearsal interval coffee; run the weekly raffle (You have to be in it to win it!!! And I often do!!), those who make the concert interval refreshments and Young Singers supporters, in fact everyone who mucks in and helps in any way - these things don’t happen by magic and all money raised keeps the society going! Not forgetting all those who took part in the Sage Music Day singing the Requiem by Wood and those who sang at the Citizenship Ceremony at the Civic Centre.  

Finally – well –  I just know you’re waiting for some humour.
From the Edinburgh Fringe (not the winner)!

From my window all I can see is fish fingers. I’ve got a Birds Eye view.
Why was the former conductor of the Berlin Philharmonic always first off the plane?

Because he only had Karajan luggage!

How can you tell if a singer's at your door? 
They can't find the key and don't know when to come in!!
